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Note from the Chair 

 

“The price of greatness is responsibility” 

 - Winston Churchill  

I hope everyone has had a tremendous summer! While real estate typically experiences a lull in the dog-

days of summer, there has been no slowing down for ORTIS. 

From the beginning, ORTIS has been responsible. Responsible for bringing the members, directors and 

staff from neighbouring Associations together. Responsible for delving into technology and evaluating 

which systems, software, and providers would create the most innovative system for REALTORS® in 

Ontario. Responsible for managing growth in a sustainable way, by approaching and welcoming 

Associations and Boards and expanding ORTIS services based on its changing User needs.  

The changes and developments within the ORTIS group are conscious, deliberate, and above all 

collaborative. This year has been a productive one.  We’ve welcomed the Mississauga Real Estate Board 

into the ORTIS family, introduced new (and optional) applications within the Matrix system, and hired a 

Vice-President of Information Technology.  Committees have been formed and are working on a 

comprehensive review of our bylaws and MLS® rules, training, additional services for users, and of 

course investigating the top technology products.  

With no signs of slowing down in sight, ORTIS has met with the Ontario Collective (OC) to determine if 

there are synergies between us that would lead to better services for all our members.  

The members of the OC include: 

- Bancroft and Area Association of REALTORS® 

- Kawartha Lakes Real Estate Association 

- London and St. Thomas Association of REALTORS® 

- North Bay Real Estate Board 

- Northumberland Hills Association of REALTORS® 

- Peterborough and The Kawarthas Association of REALTORS® 

- Quinte & District Association of REALTORS® 

- REALTORS® Association of Grey Bruce Owen Sound 

- Southern Georgian Bay Association of REALTORS® 

- The Lakelands Association of REALTORS® 

- Tillsonburg District Real Estate Board 

- Woodstock-Ingersoll and District Real Estate Board 

We share much in common with the OC and both groups have affirmed their commitment to moving 

forward. Towards this end, we have struck working groups composed of members from both ORTIS and 

the OC to determine exactly where these synergies will lead, and then the details of how to get there.  

We anticipate providing an update outlining our next steps this fall. 



 
Announcing IntraMatrix! 

Demonstrating our collective commitment to providing the most robust services for you the REALTOR® 

on the street, ORTIS and the OC have agreed to implement IntraMatrix as an interim solution between 

our two systems. IntraMatrix is not a replacement for either system but is simply a bridge between the 

Ontario Regional’s and ORTIS’ MLS® System. This was released to the members on Monday July 23rd.  

ORTIS believes REALTORS® would be far better served from one provincial MLS® System than you are 

with the fractured systems we have in Ontario today. Eliminating artificial barriers that were created by 

decisions made (in some cases many years ago) around board tables across the province cannot happen 

soon enough. While many boards are receptive and agree, others are not. If we cannot get to one 

system today, then we will continue to work towards a common system of twenty-two associations of 

thirteen thousand members.  

At the end of the day, we remain responsible to you, the REALTOR®.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amie Ferris, ORTIS Chair 

 


